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3 *;,‘,g, Ady bt o i ‘ crnlng Vo MR s 'g’ ’ -
oorud alongside U.S:S. IST 575, bow to boach 2t birth'2 Iroquois Point, '
for unléading of tank deck.” Lt.(jg) R. Hicks, (iiC), USNR and 12 mwn of
ICT Flotilla SIX Staff werc transferred to Commanding Officer, ¥Weipo Am- -
K bhibious Basc, Pcarl Herbor for furth.r transfir to the;r'flotil}a‘staff.
"' Captain’ Bast rcported to Commandur, Administrative Command, Amphibious Lo
i, Forees, U.S. Pacific Flect in Pearl Harbor for duty. Here we weri assign-- - .
) ed to the FIFTH Fluet and given information that the ship wes undcr con- I
sidcration for conversion into a type of small craft mothur ship, the de- ¢
tails of which were not complcted, U.S.S. LST's 575, 676, and 678 also h
. were to be comverted, - ,

R Unloading of tenk deck wquipment wes complotud 22 Scpten-
Ol ber. On the 24th the ship was ordered to berth T-8 lfestloch Channcl,
o Pearl Harbor, to undertake preperction for the launcking of ICT 901 from
the mein deck. This wds to oceur the next day. The ICT was launchea tic
25th and was provided with water, fucl, and provisions from the ship's

supply. ULnsign R. iynn and crew moved aboards

After the ICT launching, LST 677 shiftcd to berth T-9,
Westloch Channel, Pearl Harbor, and remeined therce until receipt of
trcining order no. 170-44 on 2 Octobur, when treining civreises were con-
_ ductud under commend of Commander Zalenks, USil. - In company with 4 other
v LST's the ILST 677 procecded into f.aalace Bay, Mauwi, T.H,, conducting tac-
tical and firing cxercise cnroute, 4s the column ontured kizclea Bay
this ship reported that her anchor had become fast in the hawse pipe
and could not be freed. Pormission :as granted to steam during the night
and join in the cxerciscs on the folloing morning, That morning excerciscs
consistud of rubbur docking but all ships anchored in the bay in the eft-
¢rnoon duc to hcavy scas. On the 4th of Ociober ships participated in :
tactical mencuvers with LST 923 as guide. Commandor Zalenka and staff LT
shifted flag to this vesscl in the carly moming, 5 October, when U.S.S. ’
LST 923 was ordercd to rcturn to Pearl Harbor. Flag hoist drills were
T conducted in forcnoon end in aftcrnoon we got underway with LST!'s 575 and
i 675 for night steaming and mancuvers. The morning of the 6th was used
o for A.A. firing drills, firing at a towed slceeve, enroute to Pearl Harbor
¢ where the IST 677 ticd up at berth T-7, .Jestloch Chznncl at 1600, Com-
mender Zalenke and steff went ashore almost immediatcly.. The ship re- o
mained in berth T-7 until October when she was ordered to participato Lot
in training exercises whith the army amphibious teams. She proceudud to
P the buach off Diamond Hued, Oahu, T.H., where army crurs of LVI's prac-
o ticed loading and unloading from the bow ramp., These cxcerciscs continued
L for three days, 11-13 October inclusive. The ship roturned to berth T=7
- wiestloch Channel for the night of 11 October, to Kuwalo Basin the 12th
P - and again to T-7 the 13th.
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While tied up at berth T-7 the cruw preparcd the deck sur-
‘face for the pending conversion job, On 21 Octobur this ship moored at
Weipio Amphibious Rgpair Uock, Westloch Channcl, alongside U.S,S. LST 676
which was alrcedy in the conversion process.

: o - Appendix 9, -Transport Doctrine, Amphibious rorcus, U,S, v
4 Pacific Fleet, promlgated to guide the mother ship's opcration, contains

the following paragraphs,

The Commander, rmphibious Forcus, U.s. Pacific Floot on
23 August 1944 dircetoed the Commender, .~dministretive Commend, U.s. Pacific
Fleot to preparc & plen to be submitted to the Commzncer in Chicf, U,S. 3
e , Pacific Fleet, for the conversion of LST's to landing craft tunders for '
the purposc of replenishing consumeblc supplius and to provide for con-
venicnees conducive to the morale for smell lznding craft wnd control craft
imacdiately after the essault phase' of zmphibious opurations., The need
o for landing craft tunders for this purposc wos reelized as 2 rosult of
o - expericnce gained in provious emphibious opcrations in the Pacific, which
..~ dumonstrated that small suxiliary vesscls of the S, PCS, PC, SC, and
- +LCS. classes and landing craft of the LCI and ICT type arrive at the scene.
‘of amphibious opcration with consumable supplics almost totelly expended,




